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Dear Members and Friends  
of Hosanna, 
 
Lent is a season of sharp        
contrasts.  It begins in winter, 
often with cold temperatures 
and snow on the ground.  It 

ends in spring, with flowers blooming and 
warm weather.  There are other contrasts 
with even greater differences. 
 

Jesus Christ hung on a cross and his robe was  
gambled away by the soldiers.  Without any 
earthly possessions, aching in pain, he was 
very much a victim.  Yet the sign nailed solidly 
to the cross above his head said boldly for all 
to read, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”  
We know that Jesus was the king for all       
people.  What a  contrast! 
 

Later that day, Jesus cried out, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” God 
seemed to be absent, yet we know that God 
was there in the midst of Christ’s suffering.  
Jesus realized this and as death drew near he 
said to his Heavenly Father, “Into your hands I 
commend my Spirit.” God received him and 
just three days later raised him from the dead. 
 

When God seems to be absent and we may 
feel that we are most alone, it is at that very 
time that God is working out for us something 
new; a restoration of hope, a resurrected life. 
 

Lent is a time for moving from absence to        
presence, from emptiness to fullness.  It is 
time for leaving behind that which causes 
separation from God and neighbor and      
moving into the fullness of life with Christ and 
his church. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Pastor Bill Meiers 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sundays 8:00 & 10:45 am 

 

February 5 
Liturgy: Now the Feast & Celebration/ 
  Communion 
Text:  Mark 1:29-39 
Theme: Jesus: Healer of the Sick 
 

February 12 
Liturgy: Service of Word & Song/Grace 
Text:  Mark 1:40-45 
Theme: Jesus Heals the Leper 
 

February 19 
Liturgy: Now the Feast & Celebration/ 
  Communion 
Text:  Mark 9:2-9 
Theme: Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

February 22  
Ash Wednesday (7:00 pm) 

Liturgy: ELW Setting 4/Communion 
  Imposition of Ashes 
Text:  John 1:35-42 
Theme: Jesus Invites Us to Abide in Him 
 

February 26 
Liturgy: ELW Setting 4 
Text:  Mark 1:9-15 
Theme: Baptism & Temptation of Jesus 
 

February 29 
Lenten Service (7:00 pm) 

Liturgy: Holden Evening Prayer 
Text:  John 4:1-30 
Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Outsiders 
 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 
February 5th 

 

Current 5th grade students and any 6th graders 
who have not completed acolyte training will 
meet with Pastor Meiers in the Hosanna sacristy 
at 10:00 am on Sunday, February 5th to learn 
what it means to be an acolyte and how to do it. 
Contact Pastor Meiers or Lisa Modry if you are 
unable to  attend the training. 
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